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I enjoy canning, freezing, and pre-serving food. I derive great satisfac-tion from "putting up" food for my 
family for the winter months. It's re-
warding to see the sparkling clean, 
colorful jars, all neatly labelled, and 
lined up row after row on the basement 
shelves. 
As 1 worked in the kitchen one day, I 
thought of the spiritual parallels of can-
ning. At times more than food has been 
canned and preserved in our homes and 
churches. Occasionally other people have 
been unintentionally processed through 
one or more steps. 
The beginning step of canning requires 
inspection of the produce and removal 
of all blemished and spoiled portions. 
I've seen people treated in this same way. 
If a person had a spot of impurity, a 
taint of worldliness, or a weakness in his 
spiritual life, he was set aside or dis-
carded as imperfect, not fit for use. 
People weren't meant to be pressure 
cooked, put into a hot water bath, or 
worse yet, given the cold treatment until 
frozen. At times Christians have been 
frozen at their present level by others. 
The Freeze-ers say, "I remember what 
he was like. He'll never change. He's still 
the same." The person is given no 
chance to grow, no chance to mature, no 
chance to change. He is frozen on this 
date never to be thawed out. 
In canning, every homemaker has a 
preference in the type of jars used: 
Mason, Ball, or Kerr; two quart, one 
quart, or pint; blue-green or clear glass. 
People too have been canned and put 
into just the right container—not too 
large, not too small. A container that 
looks like all the other containers on the 
shelf (pew)—No rough edges please! 
These people were squeezed, pushed, 
mashed, and squashed until they fit 
neatly into a pre-conceived idea of what 
he or she should be. There's no room for 
creativeness, no room for differences. 
They've been confined to a one-quart, 
blue-green, Mason jar for the rest of 
their lives. They are never allowed to 
move again. 
People weren't meant 
to be pressure cooked, 
put into a hot 
water bath, or 
worse yet, given the 
cold treatment 
until frozen. 
Last, but by no means least important, 
is labelling. How rewarding as a final 
step to write on a j a r lid or paste a label 
on the side with the name and date 
clearly printed in dark ink. The process 
is finished! 
Unfortunately we label people too. 
We don't write across their foreheads 
with a dark marker, but we label them 
just as clearly. One label could contain 
one or many of the following: Brethren 
in Christ, non-Brethren in Christ, Spirit-
filled, non-Spirit-filled, pacifist, non-
pacifist. The list could go on and on. No 
longer are they warm, tender people to 
be loved, appreciated, and cared for. 
Now they are a product to be shelved 
until a future date. 
But people weren't intended to be 
canned, labelled, and shelved. They are 
to be living, feeling, communicating 
members of the body. Christians are to 
live and live abundantly. Let's remove 
the labels, take off the lids, and break the 
jars. Let's free ourselves and others to be 
the living functioning body of believers. 
Mrs. Jane Musser cans and freezes food in the 









by Richard Sider 
These past several months have been 
stretching months. We have found our-
selves pushed further then we like to be 
pushed, and it has created tension. At 
times, the tension has made us raise our 
voices at each other as we grope in frus-
tration for the answers to questions 
about our work here. At times, we have 
allowed the tension to affect our rela-
tionships with other MCC workers and 
then we have had to go to them, asking 
forgiveness. Other times, the tension 
makes us quiet and pensive, withdrawn 
as we seek wisdom. But in all our reac-
tions to living and working in a compli-
cated political climate, we always are 
made aware of our basic need for the 
guidance and wisdom of the Lord, and 
for our continuing need for forgiveness. 
Martha and I came to Guatemala 
about a year and a half ago, to be direc-
tors of Mennonite Central Committee 
work here. We are giving leadership to 
programs employing fifteen MCC volun-
teers in about five locations. Most are in 
Guatemala, but because of the severe 
refugee problem caused by the civil war 
in neighboring El Salvador, we have 
been minimally involved in directing 
MCC's aid to these refugees in El Salva-
dor through an organization of evangel-
ical churches, and in Honduras, through 
the Mennonite Church there. 
Our vision for service 
We came to Guatemala with a vision 
for MCC's response to the poverty and 
injustice here. We did not see our role to 
be that of church planting. There are 
already some 200 different denomina-
tional groups here in Guatemala, includ-
ing about five different Mennonite mis-
sion efforts. Our purpose was not to 
help raise the standard of living of the 
poor, although that certainly is a part of 
our goal. Nor did we see our role as that 
of encouraging people to rise up in 
defense of their basic human rights 
although there certainly have been gross 
violations of people here. 
More than anything else, we had a 
vision of the church—people living out 
values of the Kingdom of God, sacrifi-
cially giving of themselves in love for 
their neighbors and countrymen, bear-
ing witness to the love and profound 
care which God has for his creation, no 
matter what their political, cultural, or 
economic position might be. We had a 
vision of the church in Guatemala, poor 
as the majority of Christians are, taking 
an active role in the transformation of 
people and society with the support of 
MCC (instead of maintaining distance 
from the issues shaking the foundations 
of this societal system, which has been 
maintained since the colonial conquer-
ors). Our vision is for a church that is 
salt in the world, an active ingredient in 
the flavor of society. 
We also had some ideas of how that 
vision might be realized. One of the first 
Richard and Martha Sider and their two 
daughters are members of the Grantham, 
PA, congregation. Rich serves as MCC 
country representative in Guatemala. 
MCCer Randall Loucks speaks with a Guatemalan. Settling into a community and 
developing trust takes time—a process made much more difficult by the present 
political turmoil in Latin America. 
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A CLIMATE OF FEAR 
from page 3 
tasks of the development worker is to 
help create attitudes and an environ-
ment in which people can evaluate their 
situation as persons, as children of God, 
and as members of society. Without an 
understanding of who they are, why 
they are in the state in which they are, 
and of the potential they have as crea-
tions of the heavenly Father, they will 
likely never catch their own vision of a 
better future. And until they have hope, 
a sense of their own needs as physical 
beings, and a sense of their needs before 
God, they cannot accept the hope of 
Christ and of the values of his kingdom, 
or truly understand it. Only through a 
knowledge of the gift of Christ and the 
values which spring from that knowl-
edge, can true human development hap-
pen. Personal development in the con-
text of an awareness of the neighbor's 
need is the goal rather than the "get-
ahead" mentality of society as a whole 
and of many development programs. 
This kind of development, however, 
requires a process of community educa-
tion, sometimes carried out in small 
Bible study groups, through courses and 
discussions with community members, 
in personal conversation, special semi-
nars, and through the more structured 
church services. Then the "technical pro-
jects" become the support for this pro-
cess, and a means by which people with 
a new consciousness of their responsibil-
ity in society reach out to their neigh-
bors. The projects are not the end in 
themselves but the means by which 
values of the Kingdom are demonstrated. 
This was our vision when we came, 
and it remains our goal. But the frustra-
tions mentioned earlier arise from the 
fact that we cannot work in such an 
educational process today in Guate-
mala—even if we use the Bible as our 
only study guide—without putting our-
selves and those with whom we work in 
danger. An example in one community 
will help illustrate the climate of fear 
existing in much of Guatemala today. 
Don Manuel's story 
Don Manuel is a Catholic, a commit-
ted Christian, who works for MCC's 
appropriate technology program as a 
promoter. He is truly an exceptional 
person, always ready to give to his 
neighbors. Because of his attitude he has 
become a leader in his community, first 
as president of the community better-
ment committee and more recently as 
president of the newly-founded agricul-
tural and housing cooperative. Martha 
and I attended the inauguration of this 
cooperative several months ago and 
were impressed by the spirit of the 
members and their enthusiasm for the 
potential they saw in the cooperative. 
But since the first of the year, Don 
Manuel's community has been drawn 
into the confrontation between the Gua-
temalan army and the guerrilla forces, 
with battles between the two groups 
near the town. Recently, as they were 
riding their bikes to work, ten men were 
taken from the road and were later 




by Richard Sider 
Our task is not 
to decide which 
side is right, 
but to call all 
those involved 
to repentance. 
Ten men are murdered on the road as 
they ride their bikes to work. The com-
munity suspects the army or right-wing 
terrorist squads. Why? 
The speculation goes like this. The 
guerrilla forces are slowly working their 
way from the more isolated parts of the 
country into the Altiplano where the 
majority of indigenous people live, try-
ing to gain support from the campesinos 
(peasants). These campesinos of indi-
genous descent comprise about half the 
population of Guatemala and the guer-
rillas know they must have their support 
in order to successfully overthrow the 
government. Therefore, they come to 
villages as friends of the people and 
attempt to gain their confidence, "edu-
cating" them about the injustices of the 
present system. 
The army, on the other hand, tries to 
create a climate of fear so people will not 
listen to the guerrillas for fear of what 
will happen to them. This strategy seems 
to come from the basic fact that guerril-
las have a point when they speak of the 
injustices of the present system. So, the 
army comes into a town and carries off 
anyone who appears to be a leader, or at 
times even indiscriminately carries off 
women and children too, accusing them 
of being leftist sympathizers, and kills 
them. Thus, that the ten men from this 
community were killed by the army or 
rightists is believeable, since that has 
been the pattern in many communities. 
We could tell of more examples where 
the evidence was much more incriminat-
ing for the army. 
But there is danger in trying to deter-
mine who is carrying out such deeds. 
Without doubt the left has also commit-
ted atrocities in the name of their cause. 
Even if their assassinations are reserved, 
as they claim, for persons guilty of 
oppressing the people, the use of vio-
lence to achieve any goal is completely 
inconsistent with the teachings of Jesus. 
No, our position cannot be to decide 
which side in this conflict is right and 
therefore worthy of support, because we 
are citizens of another Kingdom, one 
which is not of this world. We must 
realize that any form of government will 
fall short of Kingdom values as long as 
those in power are not disciples of 
Christ. Rather, we must look for ways 
for the Christian community to call 
those in power and all those involved in 
this sin against the Guatemalan people 
and against God, to repentance. The 
voice of the Christian church must 
always be to call people to repentance 
from sin and to accept as life values the 
teachings of Jesus of love and selfless-
ness. 
4 Evangelical Visitor 
ml 
m i, 
l i ^ ' " ' 1 
"J? ifcss-^' '// ' p^h 
P3M ; * Ss^mm^^il * J ̂ ••MM'̂  
jpi 3 
mS&StiBm' fm-4 
A Salvadoran peasant stands in the ruins of his home. The army had burned it and 
others nearby out of suspicion that area residents sympathized with guerrilla opposi-
tion. Women, children and elderly died. 
MCC has prepared a study resource, The Face of Change in Central America. Since 
Christians should not let ideological claims and armed violence distract them from the 
needs and suffering of the victims of conflict, the packet of materials focuses on the 
grievances such as shortage of land and repressive violence. 
It also includes information on Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches in the 
region, MCC's work, facts on refugees, response to government policy, and an outline 
of "MCC's Approach in Central America." 
The free packet is designed for flexible congregational study use, with maps, a small 
poster, study questions and a devotional resource. Write to MCC Information Servi-
ces, 21 S. 12th St., Akron, PA 17501. 
others hanging from trees. No one knows 
who committed this crime but many of 
the local people secretly think it was the 
army. No one ever knows exactly who 
does these things but circumstantial evi-
dence often points the finger at the army 
or right wing terrorist squads (see box). 
Six of the men were evangelical Chris-
tians, members of one of the larger 
denominations in Guatemala. Conceiv-
ably they were involved in some type of 
political activity. More likely they were 
randomly killed, just because they were 
on that road at that time, to create this 
climate of fear. That church is now 
afraid to meet together for services. 
Then, one day, Don Manuel received 
an anonymous note telling him to leave 
the community or be killed. Death 
threats are another very common means 
used to create a climate of fear and to get 
rid of people in the community consid-
ered to be capable of organizing and 
leading the people. However, in the case 
of Manuel, it looked like someone was 
trying to get rid of him for personal 
reasons, perhaps because he was getting 
too much influence in the community. 
Perhaps someone was jealous of his 
position. Who knows? The note did not 
appear to come from the right or left 
because of the way it was written, but 
that didn't mean it could be passed off as 
unimportant. These days all that anyone 
has to do to get rid of someone here in 
Guatemala is to go to the local military 
officials and tell them someone is a 
communist, and the military will do the 
dirty work without asking any more 
questions. 
So, Don Manuel fled from his home. 
His wife and family stayed behind, since 
the threat was directed at him. However, 
about a week later, another note arrived 
saying that people were looking for him 
to kill him. This time, it was too much 
for the family and they left as well. Now 
they are living in a rented home in 
another community where Don Manuel's 
brother lives and are afraid to go back to 
their home. He continues to work for us 
and we will help him pay the rent, but it's 
not like being at home where his friends, 
his house and his lands are. What will 
the future bring for him? When will he 
be able to go home? 
He also tells us that many people 
from his community want to leave be-
cause they are afraid of getting caught in 
between the military and the leftists. 
But, the military has warned them that 
empty houses will be burnt to the ground 
because the assumption is that anybody 
who flees is a guerrilla sympathizer. 
That's a distorted kind of logic, but 
that's the way it works. 
A growing problem 
This same type of scenario is happen-
ing in many communities around the 
country. There is a growing internal 
refugee problem. Just a couple of weeks 
ago, the newspaper reported that about 
600 campesino families had tried to 
leave their homes in one area. In such a 
climate, one can easily see why com-
munity organization and community 
development is impossible. No one wants 
to do anything that will attract any 
attention to themselves. And it is this 
situation which is frustrating our work, 
making it difficult for us to carry out the 
kind of vision we have for human devel-
opment in the context of the church. 
While a great number of Christians 
here simply want to lay low, hoping the 
storm blows over, there are others who 
realize the church will have to come to 
grips with these issues—they will not 
simply disappear. And if the current 
struggle against oppression by the rich 
culminates in a potential revolution, 
then the church will have to work with 
the implications of a new government, 
most likely a socialist government. Thus 
the church cannot hide from these polit-
ical considerations. 
There are those who are ready to help 
the church tackle these issues. It will be a 
hard road, one which may carry risks 
not unlike those risks our Anabaptist 
ancestors took in challenging the church-
state compromise of the Protestant 
Reformation. 
But we have faith that the Lord will 
give strength and the vision of witness in 
this society. The church needs the pray-
ers of North American Christians, pray-
er for wisdom and courage as Christians 
attempt to understand and live out the 
call of Jesus in this society. We who 
work for the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee also need the prayers of North 
Americans as we search our hearts for 
the response we should make, and as we 
seek to walk with the church in these 
difficult times. We are encouraged by 
discussions with pastors and Christian 
leaders which illustrate their concern 
and commitment to searching for ways 
in which the Christian community can 
act in love when all of society is acting in 
hate. We pray that we will be able to 
help them put into action their ideas and 
commitment. This is our vision. 
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Church News 
Allegheny Conference 
The Five Forks congregation reports receiving 
four adults into fellowship on Sunday, July 19. • 
The Iron Springs congregation reports holding a 
good Vacation Bible School f rom June 15-19. The 
offering of $120 was given to the World Hunger 
Fund. 
Special guests of the Messiah Village congrega-
tion on Wednesday, July 15, were Joe and Marietta 
Smith. • An outdoor concert by "Fellowship" was 
given to the New Guilford congregation on Sun-
day, July 19. The service was held at the Water 
Wheel Yard. 
Atlantic Conference 
Nine young people f rom the Conoy congrega-
tion were baptized on June 21, following the 
morning worship service. • On Sunday evening, 
June 28, the Lancaster congregation held a sur-
prise celebration for the 30th wedding anniversary 
of their pastor and his wife, Rev. Merle and Ila 
Brubaker. David and Darrel Brubaker presented a 
"This is Your Life" program. • Sunday, July 26, 
was the Installation Service for Daryl and Lois 
Climenhaga as the pastoral couple for the Speed-
well Heights congregation. 
Central Conference 
The Bethel (Merrill) congregation sponsored a 
15-day Gospel Tent Meeting recently with the pas-
tor, Rev. Bedsaul Agee, serving as the evangelist. • 
Four teams participated in the Central Conference 
Quiz Play-offs on June 13, with Beulah Chapel 
being the winner. Joel Payne is the coach. 
The Lakeview congregation reports nine per-
sons were baptized and 12 persons received into 
membership recently. • Sunday, Sept. 13, is the 
date when the Northridge congregation will have 
opportunity to become charter members. 
Thursday, June 25, Mr. and Mrs. Paul George 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. Their 
family held an open house on Sunday, June 28, in 
the Fellowship Hall of the Pleasant Hill Church. 
The congregation was invited. 
Midwest Conference 
A Farewell Dinner was held on Sunday, July 
19, by the Rosebank congregation for their pas-
toral family, the Ron Freemans. • "Homeward 
Bound," a group f rom Messiah College, presented 
a program to the Zion congregation on Sunday, 
July 26. 
Pacific Conference 
The film, "Deceived," was recently shown to the 
Labish congregation. 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Barton: Neil Patrick, March 31; William and 
Brenda Barton, Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Gish: Amy Jo , May 3; David and Melody 
Gish, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Guyer: Katrina Jo, July 13; Ronald and Debra 
Guyer, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Haneman: Desiree Marie, June 28; Glen and 
Diane Haneman, Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Hollinger: Kristen Marie, July 9; Lynn and 
Rita Hollinger, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Kingdom: Joel Benjamin, July 14; Ed and 
Debbie (Zercher) Kingdom, Mildenhall, England. 
Kloeckner: Richard Michael, May 4; Mike and 
Debi Kloeckner, Lakeview congregation, Mi. 
McCreight: Owen Matthew, July 7; Brian and 
Paula McCreight, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Myer: Paul Allen, July 12; James and Becky 
Myer, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Poe: Eron Leigh, July 17; Lee and Donna Poe, 
Chambersburg congregation. Pa. 
Rhineer: Craig, Jr., June 16; Craig and Sallie 
Rhineer, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Shepherd: Dustin Mark, May 21; Mark and 
Sylvia Shepherd, Cross Roads congregation. Pa. 
Stoner: Daniel Lee, June 28; Gerald and Deb 
Stoner, Dillsburg congregation, Pa. 
Wingert: Wendy Sue, July 1; Lester and Judy 
(Eberly) Wingert, New Guilford congregation, Pa. 
Clarification 
In the July 10 issue, the births of Megan Louise 
Crider, Sarah Hollenbach, and Kara Leigh King 
were reported. The three families are part of the 
emerging Brethren in Christ fellowship in Far-
mington, NM. 
Weddings 
Bailey-Hernandez: Joanne, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Obdulio Hernandez, and Terry, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Bailey, both of Mt. Joy, 
Pa., May 9, in the Cross Roads Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Allon B. Dourte officiating. 
Bert-Strite: Mary Glenda, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gerald Strite, Chambersburg, Pa., and 
Jared R„ son of Mr. and Mrs. John S. Bert, 
Newburg, Pa., June 13, in the Air Hill Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Roger Witter officiating. 
Diffenderfer-Marsh: Kathy, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. William L. Marsh, and Douglas, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Diffenderfer, July 11, in the 
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Keim-Kuhn: Debbie M. Kuhn, Hershey, Pa., 
and Paul J. Keim, Cleona, Pa., July 12, in the 
Fairland Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Earl 
Lehman and Rev. Paul Brown officiating. 
Mailloux-Hershberger: Bonita Sue, daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Atlee Hershberger, Massillon, 
Oh., and William Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Mailloux, Canyon Country, Ca„ July 11, 
in the Amherst Community Church with Rev. 
Atlee Hershberger and Rev. Gray Poehnell 
officiating. 
Meyers-Martin: Beverly, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Milton Martin, Corfu, NY., and Guy, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Myers, Batavia, NY., July 4, in 
the Clarence Center Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Paul Hensel officiating. 
Miller-Swalm: Donnette Louise Swalm, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Gasper, Lebanon, 
Pa., and Rodney Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. Darwin 
Miller, Refton, Pa., June 6, in the Refton Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. John Arthur Brubaker 
officiating. 
Morsberger-Mackie: Pamela, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Kenneth Mackie, and David, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Theodore Morsberger, June 13, in St. 
Luke's Lutheran Church, Cumberland, Md., with 
Rev. Albert L. Weber officiating. 
Mummau-KIine: Shirley Ann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Norman Kline, Myerstown, Pa., and 
Vincent Neal, son of Mr. and Mrs. Owen Mum-
mau, Mt. Joy, Pa., June 20, in the Midway 
Church of the Brethren, Lebanon, Pa., with Rev. 
Paul Heisey and Rev. Dean Heisey officiating. 
Musser-Long: Kathy, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Long, Upland, Ca., and Merle, son 
of Mrs. Ruth D. Musser, Mt. Joy, Fa., June 14, in 
the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Dale H. Engle officiating. 
Musser-Zehr: Gayle, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Zehr, Castorland, N.Y., and Jay Robert, 
son of Mrs. Ruth D. Musser, Mt. Joy, Pa., April 
18, in the Akron Mennonite Church with Rev. 
Truman Brunk and Rev. Dale H. Engle officiating. 
Pelak-Hepner: Bonnie, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth E. Hepner, Sr., and Andrew, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Pelak, Sr., May 16, in the 
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Kenneth Hepner, brother of the bride, officiating. 
Reist-Byrem: Lynn Byrem, Palmyra, Pa., and 
John A. Reist, Cleona, Pa., June 19, in the Fair-




Memorial Holiness Camp—1981 Rowles-Yorks: Cindy, daughter of Mr. Donald Yorks and Mrs. Nora Stacey, and Tony, son of 
Mr. Max Rowles and Mrs. Nancy Berkhimer, 
June 27, in the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Stutzman-Parrish: Katherine, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert G. Parrish, Greenport, NY., and 
Curtis Dwayne, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne 
Stutzman, Akron, Pa., June 6, in the Manheim 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Leroy Wal-
ters officiating. 
Zillig-Martin: Barbara, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilbur Martin, Clarence Center, NY., and 
Steven, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Zillig, Clar-
ence, NY, April 25, in the Clarence Center 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Paul A. Hen-
sel officiating. 
Obituaries 
Caufman: Melvin B. Caufman, Chambersburg, 
Pa., born Aug. 24, 1903, died July 9, 1981. He was 
the son of Jacob and Leah Brechbill Caufman. He 
was married to Dorothy Rife Caufman who sur-
vives. He is also survived by two sons: Wilbur and 
Harold; a daughter, Mrs. Lois Miller; eight grand-
children; a great-grandson; a brother; and three 
sisters. The funeral service was conducted in the 
New Guilford Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. 
Maurice Bender and Rev. Terry Hoke. Interment 
was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Diffenderfer: Ralph O. Diffenderfer, Mifflin-
town, Pa . , bo rn Oct. 25, 1905, d iedJuly9 , I98l , in 
the Lewistown Hospital. He was the son of George 
and Alice Shivey Diffenderfer. He was married to 
Anna Garman Diffenderfer who survives. Also 
surviving are four sons and three daughters: 
Ralph, Robert, Rev. Donovan, and Rev. Richard, 
Joanne Goodling, Shirley Strawser, and Sandra 
Stroup; 15 grandchildren; and a sister. The funeral 
service was conducted by Rev. M. Eugene Heidler. 
Interment was in the Lost Creek Mennonite 
Cemetery. 
Moyer: Rev. Christian H. Moyer, Elizabeth-
town, Pa., born Dec. 8, 1894, died June 20, 1981. 
He was married to Annie Wolgemuth Moyer who 
preceded him in death in 1977 and Mae Eshelman 
Moyer who died in 1956. He is survived by two 
daughters: Ruth Brubakerand Mrs. Esther Neyer; 
two sons: Jacob E. and Claude E.; 11 grandchil-
dren; and 12 great-grandchildren. In 1926 he was 
ordained by the former Rapho District and later 
ministered in the Mt. Pleasant Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was conducted 
by Bishop Henry Ginder, Rev. George Bundyand 
Rev. Graybill Wolgemuth. Interment was in the 
adjoining cemetery. 
Replogle: Mrs. Clara E. Replogle, Woodbury, 
Pa., born April 16, 1905, in Leamersville, Pa., died 
July 1, 1981. She was the daughter of Harry and 
Sarah Allison Lingenfelter. She was married to 
Elvin H. Replogle who preceded her in death in 
1956. She is survived by six children: John H., 
Mrs. Mary Edgerley, Mrs. Sarah Adams, Mrs. 
Dorothy Stoy, David R., and Mrs. Ruth Jean 
Adams; seven sisters; and two brothers. She was a 
member of the Woodbury Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was conducted 
by Rev. Merle Horton. Interment was in the Dry 
Hill Cemetery. 
Insp i ra t iona l p reaching , hea r t -wa rm-
ing p raye r t imes, enthusias t ic singing, 
quizzing, good c rowds , a n d lots of ra in 
character ized ou r 1981 Memor i a l Holi-
ness C a m p . Bo th the evangelist , D r . 
H e n r y Ginder , a n d the Bible Teacher , 
Rev. B o b H e m p y , gave messages of high 
qual i ty wi th a solid biblical basis a n d 
pract ical app l ica t ions to daily living. 
M a n y people , b o t h y o u n g a n d old, gave 
verba l t e s t imony of receiving spir i tual 
help t h r o u g h o u t the c a m p meeting. Rev. 
Gera ld Winger t a n d his wife Dr . Lucille 
Winger t gave t r e m e n d o u s leadership in 
the mus ic minis t ry wi th a n u m b e r of 
local g r o u p s assist ing in the special 
music. T h e congrega t iona l singing was 
ou t s t and ing . Miss ions D a y was a great 
chal lenge to all wi th Fred a n d Grace 
H o l l a n d , A g r i p p a Masiye , M a r y Hei-
sey, a n d Lou i s C o b e r as speakers a n d 
par t ic ipants . T h e Chi ldren ' s C a m p , di-
rected by J o h n a n d R u t h Pawelski , very 
effectively c o m m u n i c a t e d the pract ical 
Chr is t ian message t h r o u g h Bible stories. 
E m p h a s i s was given to missions, also. 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
College Preview 
The fall College Preview dates at Messiah 
College are Monday, October 12, and Sat-
urday, October 13. If you are a prospective 
college student, you and your parents are 
invited to visit the Grantham campus for a 
day. You will learn about academic pro-
grams and college goals, visit campus facili-
ties, and get acquainted with admissions 
procedures, financial aid, and campus life. 
You are encouraged to ask for a brochure 
with full information and a registration 
form. Write to: Admissions Office, Messiah 
College, Grantham, PA 17027. 
New Faculty Member 
Vernon M. Martin Jr., from Englewood, 
OH, is joining the Messiah College faculty as 
Assistant Professor of Accounting. A grad-
uate of Messiah, Vernon has the M.Ed, 
degree from Pennsylvania State University 
and is a C.P. A. His wife is Betty, his children 
are Melissa (9) and Matthew (5), and they 
will live in the former Isaiah Harley house on 
campus. 
New Students at Messiah 
The following new Brethren in Christ stu-
dents have enrolled at Messiah College this 
fall: Lamar Baker, Stayner, Ontario; Karen 
Carlson, Monte Carlo; Wally Hadden, Mark-
ham, Ontario; Mukuwa Kalambo, Choma, 
Zambia; Steady Moono, Livingstone, Zam-
F o r the Y o u t h C a m p , directed by C h a r -
lie G u e r r a n t a n d C indy T h o m a s , Dav id 
Miller led the Bible S tud ies a n d m a n y 
o the r varied activities m a d e the c a m p 
meaningfu l . 
T h e D e n o m i n a t i o n a l Quizz ing Finals 
which were held M o n d a y t h r o u g h W e d -
nesday m a d e a s ignif icant con t r i bu t ion 
t o c a m p meet ing 1981. W e are g ra te fu l 
t ha t Memor i a l Hol iness C a m p Meet ing 
was chosen f o r these 1981 "play-offs ." 
The quizz ing crea ted a lot of exc i tement 
a n d a n air of expec tancy . Six t e a m s pa r -
t icipated in the quizzing with Pi lgr im 
Chape l , B rook lyn , New Y ork , as the 
winner . 
M a n y people d o n a t e d h o u r s of t ime 
to m a k e the ope ra t i on of the c a m p pos-
sible. It was t ru ly a great c amp . T h e 
a t t endance was the largest fo r a n u m b e r 
of years. T h e 1982 c a m p is Ju ly 17 t o 25, 
wi th Dr . W a y n e M c C o w n of Wes te rn 
Evangelical S e m i n a r y as Bible teacher 
and Rev. Luke Keefer, J r . as evangelist . 
P lan n o w to a t tend . 
bia; Adius Ncube, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe; 
Arlene Peterman, Wainfleet, Ontario; and 
Ruth Anne Wideman, Unionville, Ontario. 
Also Lynn Casey, New York, NY; Faith 
Charles, Nappanee, IN; Jeffrey Conrady, 
Ashland, OH; Rebecca Engle, Abilene, KS; 
Wesley Holland, Wheaton, IL; Colleen Lilly, 
Nevada, MO; Lucinda Oswald, Romulus, 
NY; Jennifer Ray, Upland, CA; Christopher 
Taylor, Upland, CA; Ann Tidgwell, Clare-
mont, CA; Anita Waldron, Springfield, OH; 
and Marie Willis, Brox, NY. 
The following new students are all from 
Pennsylvania: Christina Auker, Oakland 
Mills; Linda Barrett, Grantham; Michael 
Beachy, Carlisle; David Brandt, Grantham; 
Cynthia Cassel, Grantham; Donelda Davis, 
Dillsburg; David Deihl, Carlisle; Laura 
Dutweiler, Cleona; Christopher Eisenberg, 
Mechanicsburg; Robert Felix, Dillsburg. 
Also Richard Harley, Lewisberry; Cyn-
thia James, Carlisle; Christine Keller, Dills-
burg; Diane Knepper, Mechanicsburg; Tina 
Koser, Elizabethtown; Julia Lehman, York; 
Nance Light, Palmyra; Patty Linn, New 
Cumberland; Richard Love, Carlisle; Cheryl 
Mann, Mechanicsburg; Timothy McBeth, 
Gran tham; Luke Melhorn, Lewisberry; 
Alexander Milleman, Carlisle. 
Also Gregory Nissley, Palmyra; D. Robert 
Pringle, Jr., Telford; Cindy Robinson, El-
liottsburg; Beth Rohrbaugh, East Peters-
burg; Jane Rorabaugh, Conestoga; Melody 
Royer , Roa r ing Spr ing; Paul Taylor , 
Waynesboro; Delbert Turman, Waynes-
boro; Kaye Wolgemuth, Mount Joy; and 
Susan Zook, Chambersburg. 
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The tears of Jesus 
for the city 
ot Jerusalem 
ot his disaoles who see the "Peopl 
The tears of Jesus for the city of Jer-
usalem speak to the feelings of his con-
temporary disciples who walk the streets 
of Bogota, Colombia. Spring approach-
ed as "Antonio" Chamberlain and I 
researched the "people needs" of the 
estimated 6 million populace. It was the 
people and their needs, rather than the 
balmy spring air, which thawed the 
emotions of the heart. 
Prostitutes and Street Children 
With deep repulsion we drove past 
the mini-skirted prostitutes peddling 
their influence in a violence-ridden sec-
tion of the city. We spoke with the clergy-
man who ministers to them. The roots 
of despair reach back to childhood. 
Street girls, without home or habitation, 
begin prostitution at 10-to-12 years. 
Other young girls vainly seek security in 
the passing attention of a male who 
moves on to sire children to other 
women. The shackles common to pros-
titutes from both origins generally in-
clude illiteracy, poverty and health 
problems. These prostitutes always have 
children. There are no jobs, and no wel-
fare. They are trapped. Police harrass 
them, beat them, throw them in jail. 
They are released to their children when 
bribes are paid. Their male customers 
are not apprehended. 
Roy Sider is Secretary for Overseas Min-
istries of Brethren in Christ Missions. 
Roy Sider (left) and Antonio Chamberlain (right) with the 18-year-old "mayor" of La 
Florida, a home for 450 former street boys in Bogota. 
The Roman Catholic priest tells of 
"sisters" who offer medical care, sewing 
and handcraft classes, education for 
children and the love of Jesus Christ—a 
way out for a few. Father B. urged the 
Brethren in Christ to come to Bogota. * * * 
The mentally ill, grotesque and un-
cared for, walk the streets of the city. 
Their physical and emotional state is 
terrible. No one cares for them. 
Ward Bentley began a new career at 
the age of 50. We met him on the street. 
His visa reads "professional first aid for 
street children." He reaches beyond the 
dirt, the stench, the ugliness. He uncov-
ers tenderness. The boys range in age 
from 7 to 18. Their home is the street. 
The police beat them. Life here is hard 
but if they ever had a home, it was worse 
than this. Jose Bravo is 18 years old. He 
was stabbed so many times he had a 
colostomy—closed by a rag. Bentley 
talked a hospital into paying the ex-
penses. The day before we met Bentley, 
Jose was released from the hospital with 
body functions normal. He may even be 
released from the streets! Bentley esti-
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Needs" in Bogota 
mates the street children of Bogota 
between three and five thousand. 
La Florida is a Roman Catholic 
school and home for 450 former street 
boys. It is a self-governed community 
where honesty, cleanliness, politeness 
and faith are modeled. Seventy percent 
of the boys complete their training and 
enter normal society. Ward Bentley and 
La Florida urge the Brethren in Christ 
to come to Colombia. 
Ministries to the Family 
The plight of the prostitutes and street 
children stems from the breakdown of 
the home. During the 1980 Colombian 
fact-finding mission we were told of the 
dearth of Christian counsellors. Among 
the many evident needs to be addressed, 
none received a broader endorsement. 
The more recent contacts confirmed the 
earlier conclusions. The potential range 
for ministry sweeps across the socio-
economic levels of the six million resi-
dents of Bogota. 
The Brethren in Christ are fortunate 
in having committed psychiatrists, psy-
chologists and social workers who form 
a potential resource for a Colombia 
family-counselling service. Bible studies 
and church planting could be a part of 
this holistic ministry. Bible studies led 
by North Americans generally find a 
broad response in Bogota. 
What is the Spirit saying to the 
church in these matters? 
A prior question arises. Can Brethren 
in Christ Missions enter Colombia? 
Evidence gathered in April points to-
ward the probability of an affirmative 
answer. Colombian nationals encour-
aged the Brethren in Christ to apply for 
registration in the country even if actual 
entry would be several years later, or 
even is uncertain at this time. 
Strengths and Cautions 
Through "Self-Supporting Mission 
Associates" there is a channel to bring 
professional people to Colombia which 
would call for minimal mission support 
and maximum recognition for their pro-
fessional status. Some Colombians ad-
vise that such persons enter as mission-
aries and begin self-support after one or 
two years. As a brotherhood we have an 
emphasis on relating the Bible to life and 
a concern for the poor. The record of 
our mission in Latin America speaks to 
the development of national leadership. 
The policy of administratively relating 
the North American mission directly 
with the national church is also seen by 
Colombians as a positive factor. These 
are some of the assets the Lord has given 
us. 
There are also cautions. Personnel 
who would serve in Colombia must cul-
tivate a sincere respect for her people. 
They are warm and open, with an indus-
trious spirit, and an eagerness to learn. 
Missionaries must reckon with the reali-
ties of the plight of the poor. Estimates 
claim that two-thirds of the population 
of Bogota are unable to provide basic 
food, shelter, clothing and education. 
Opportunities abound. If and when 
the door opens, shall we enter? 
Lonely voices crying in the city 
Lonely voices sounding like a child. 
Lonely voices come from busy people. 
Too disturbed to stop a little while. 
Lonely voices fill my dreams 
Lonely voices haunt my memory. 
Lonely people live in every city 
Men who face a dark and lonely grave. 
Lonely faces do I see 
Lonely faces calling out to me. 
"Lonely Voices," by Billie Hanks, Jr. , © 1967 by 
Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60187, is 
quoted by permission of the publisher. 
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"Could you go visit the churches in 
Yamaguchi in place of me?" Rev. Zook 
said one day. I was struck with a sort of 
awe. But I took the trip to Yamaguchi 
Prefecture. I had been learning about 
what sort of churches they were but this 
time through the visit I knew it tangibly. 
They are really practicing the words, 
"Anyone who wishes to be a follower of 
mine must leave self behind" (Mark 
8:34). I was so thankful that I could get 
acquainted with those who are in Yama-
guchi and want to share the grace given 
by the Lord with other church people. 
First, I visited and stayed with the 
church at Nagato which is two hours by 
car from Shimonoseki. Mr. and Mrs. 
Nishimura are taking responsibility for 
the church at present. Mr. Nishimura is 
giving much of his time for the church 
while he is so busy working as a primary 
school teacher at Nagato. He is a placid 
person but very strong in faith. Mrs. 
Nishimura is of a very sunny temper and 
works actively. Her vitality, I think, 
would rank at the top of all Brethren in 
Christ churches in Japan. 
But there are other sisters in this 
church, such as Mrs. Takamura, who 
are just as earnest as Mrs. Nishimura. I 
was moved by their genuine faith and 
eager prayer, and I also was greatly 
attracted to their way of keeping con-
nections and encouraging each other. 
Next I visited Hagi, where Brethren in 
Christ missionaries first evangelized. 
Mr. and Mrs. Asao Nishimura, lay pas-
toral couple at Nagato, and family. 
Masaharu and Kikumi Okano, lay pas-
toral couple at Hagi, with their children: 
Naomi, Takeshi and Satoshi. 
Mr. and Mrs. Goro Shibata (Firewood-
Field) continuing at Hagi as lay pastor. 
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A report by Sachie Hashimoto, 
translated by Kasuko Murayama 
The Omotomachi Christian Church has 
about 200 square meters of land and the 
church building is quite old and faces 
the main road. My impression that "we 
must not let the fire of faith go out" was 
strongly burning in my heart and mind. 
Rev. Peter Willms opened the school 
of believers and discipled them in the 
way of the Brethren in Christ. They stu-
died two hours every Friday evening 
and the next morning they went to work 
as usual on Saturdays. People who were 
through the discipline are still working 
in various places (Miss Nori Matsuura, 
Mrs. Nishimura, Mrs. Okano and oth-
ers). Those who received this training 
also hope that their children will have 
the same opportunity to study at a lay-
man's Bible school. 
Mr. and Mrs. Okano have succeeded 
in carrying on the spirit of the Brethren 
in Christ. Both of them have jobs. But 
she holds church school by herself and 
Mr. Okano keeps devoting his life work-
ing hard for the church, in spite of his 
heavy work at his bank on weekdays. 
Because the Okanos do not have time 
to spare, the person who takes the 
responsibility practically is Mr. Shibata. 
He is almost 70 years of age. According 
to his story he worked for evangelism 
with great pains. He is not in good 
health, but visited persons who needed 
consolation far in the mountains and 
took care of people at his home. It is 
hard work to keep the church. Mr. Shi-
bata selected church as the alternative of 
job or church. It is so impressive to see a 
person who sacrifices all worldly things 
and follows Jesus and practices the 
words in the Bible. There are four Chris-
tian homes in Hagi, but there are no 
young people. 
The children's retreat, sponsored by 
the Brethren in Christ churches of Yama-
guchi, was held May 2-4. Thus I could 
enjoy the fresh air of the Sea of Japan at 
Kiyo, a seaside camping place, joining 
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the 25 children and 25 grownups who 
attended the retreat. All the meals were 
prepared by the ladies and the young 
people led the children's meetings. The 
grownups had their own Bible class and 
worship and they enjoyed the chance to 
fellowship. In this retreat it is the custom 
that the grownups mostly toil for the 
children and in summer the retreat for 
grownups is held at inns. 
The ceremony of baptism was held on 
the last day of the retreat. Mr. Awaya 
and Miss Akie Nishimura, Mr. and 
Mrs. Nishimura's eldest daughter who is 
in the eighth grade, were baptized. Mr. 
Awaya who is around 40 years of age 
decided to follow Jesus at Billy Gra-
ham's meeting. He has a fine testimony. 
He had once been so repulsive at the 
home meetings of Yamanota church at 
Shimonoseki. Our Lord does a great 
miracle. 
The place I visited last was Yamanota 
Church at Shimonoseki where Mr. 
Nishioka, Mr. Furuta and Mr. Hiro-
kawa come from. Mr. Tojo, the leader, 
lectures on economics at the Shimo-
noseki City College and chose evange-
lism rather than worldly honor. Mrs. 
Yoko Tojo also had a vision for evange-
lism of students. They are in great 
accord and fostering the younger gener-
ation. Three couples and two people 
who are devoting themselves to Chris-
tian service have already come from this 
church. They are praying how the gifts 
of these young devotees—Mr. and Mrs. 
Suzuki, Mr. and Mrs. Furuta and Mr. 
and Mrs. Hirokawa and others—can be 
used. There are many students of the 
City College in the church so they seem 
to be troubled by students' problems, 
but they are going well with a stable 
ladies group. We expect much in the 
future activities of the church. 
The church at Takibe, at present, is 
mostly supported by the Okazaki family 
and worship is held in their home. The 
Mr. Takanobu Tojo, recently married to 
Yoko, serves as chairman of the Brethren 
in Christ Fellowship of Japan in Yama-
guchi and is lay pastor at Shimonoseki. 
The Okazakis, lay pastoral couple at the 
Takibe church. 
leaders of these four churches gather 
once a month to have a "liaison confer-
ence." The leaders agree that this meet-
ing has been a great encouragement and 
consolation and support for them. These 
kinds of associations are very important 
for the churches in the country. 
This trip reminded me strongly that 
to be "a church of believers" is one of the 
most important characteristics of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. I earnestly 
pray that our church would be molded 
into a warm church where both pastor 
and believers work together in good 
accord and serve each other, making use 
of the past. That would be most becom-
ing to the name "Brethren in Christ." I 
hope more people will get acquainted 
with the people in Yamaguchi Prefec-
ture. 
The author, Sachie Hashimoto, is a pas-
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"Little People" is a name that charac-
terized Jesus' special attention to chil-
dren, a name that describes our love and 
respect for children. Children and child-
hood are valued and respected at Little 
People Preschool because they are 
God-given. 
The love of children and childhood 
has its example in Jesus when he allowed 
the little ones to romp on him and when 
he blessed them (Mark 10:13, 14). Chil-
dren are little people, each one a unique 
human being, created and loved by 
God. The early childhood development 
program (preschool and kindergarten) 
of the Little People Preschool at the 
Alta Loma Brethren in Christ Church 
provides a curriculum in which the child 
is respected and appreciated as a unique 
individual with his/her own rate and 
style of learning and growing, his/her 
own unique patterns of approaching 
situations, and his /her own innate 
capacities. 
Each child is encouraged to creatively 
express his/her feelings through a pro-
gram designed to enrich his/her total 
development. The growth of a child 
according to his/her physical develop-
ment, socio-emotional development, 
mental or cognitive development, and 
spiritual development has its precedent 
in Jesus, when as a child "He kept 
increasing in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and men" (Luke 2:52). 
* * * * * 
Little People Preschool exists to pro-
vide the very young child with an envir-
onment, a program, curriculum, activi-
ties, and relationships that will produce 
optimum development during the for-
mative years when growth is rapid, and 
to provide experiences, opportunities, 
and activities necessary to the develop-
ment of a healthy personality. The con-
cept of learning through play is imple-
mented, a balance between teacher-
directed and child-selected activities is 
fostered, structured and unstructured ac-
tivities are carefully weighed, sensory-
related experiences are encouraged, ac-
ademic readiness activities are introduc-
ed, and Christian nurture is highly 
emphasized. 
The school also sponsors service pro-
jects which teach characteristics of help-
ing, sharing, and loving. Some of the 
service projects that the little people 
have participated in are: walking for the 
March of Dimes to help the fight against 
birth defects; collecting pennies to give 
to the children at the Montreal Lake 
Evangelical Visitor 
Children's Home (a Brethren in Christ 
mission in northern Saskatchewan); shar-
ing Halloween with the senior citizens of 
Upland Manor; and collecting canned 
goods for the Alta Loma Brethren in 
Christ Church to give to needy families 
(some of the victims of the southern 
California fires were the recipients of the 
generosity of these little children). 
The children are guided and nurtured 
by teachers who love Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord and who view their 
teaching as a ministry as well as a profes-
sion. Aside from exemplifying the high-
est professional standards in early child-
hood education, the staff operates on 
the level of a mini-church, therefore 
embodying the highest Biblical goals for 
spiritual unity. A staff development 
program involving professional and spiri-
tual growth has been implemented, in 
addition to the college course work in 
early childhood education and the fel-
lowship and worship received from indi-
vidual church attendance. 
As an educational ministry of the 
Alta Loma Brethren in Christ Church, 
Little People Preschool exists not only 
to serve the immediate temporal needs 
of families, but it exists to serve the 
immediate spiritual needs of families 
through its outreach to the community. 
The church pastoral staff and the pre-
school administrative staff cooperate to 
influence parents to see their need for 
Christ. The physical plant of the church 
and preschool perhaps best reflects the 
cooperation between the two ministries. 
During the week, bulletin board divid-
ers are arranged to create the learning 
environment for the little people to 
work and play. During the weekends, 
the bulletin board dividers are pushed 
aside to expose the sanctuary for all 
God's people to congregate and worship. 
The early years have been recognized 
by the experts as being the formidable 
and formative years. It is not the inten-
tion of Little People Preschool to pre-
pare the little people for the future, but it 
is our objective to provide a foundation 
and to allow the children to enjoy child-
hood as God intended. To be stewards 
of God's gifts of children and childhood 
is a ministry that God has directed and 
prepared Little People Preschool to do. 
The following story illustrates the 
impact that early childhood education 
can have on later life. 
After the end of the Vietnam war, 
most of the South Vietnamese politicians 
unsympathetic to Communism were in-
terned in re-education camps. One Viet-
namese student-refugee expressed grave 
concerns to a group of Christians con-
cerning his father. Hau's father was a 
leading Senator in South Vietnam and 
after the government take-over by the 
Communists, Hau's father was presum-
ably captured and imprisoned. Hau had 
no means of communicating with his 
father, to give words of comfort and 
hope. The only hope Hau had for his 
father was the knowledge that his father 
went to a Christian school when he was 
very young. His prayer for his father was 
that God would rekindle his memory to 
recall the Bible teachings that he received 
when he was very young. 
We will never fully realize the impact 
that we will have with our little people; 
but we have the assurance and promise 
that God's word will realize its potential 
and power (Isaiah 55:11). 
Kathy Rogers is the Director of the Little 
People Preschool. 
Alta Loma—A "multi-purpose building 
Pastor J. Ralph Wenger and the Alta Loma (Calif.) congre-
gation designed their new building for a multi-purpose minis-
try. At left, the auditorium is shown in use during Sunday 
morning worship. By Monday morning, six-foot-high parti-
tions will have been moved into place, dividing the room into 
several smaller classrooms for use by the pre-school. Even 
the pulpit area (right photo) has been cleared so that a class 
can meet on the platform. 
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Non-resistance that stands the test 
The Brethren in Christ have been 
taught or at least exposed to the teach-
ing of non-resistance for many decades. 
There has been a great variety of opin-
ion as to where one should take his stand 
and say in effect, "Beyond this I will not 
go." 
Most of us are a product of our envir-
onment to a large extent. I remember 
that during World War II one bishop 
took the stand that his constituents 
should join the military, and conse-
quently practically all of the young men 
from that district joined the armed for-
ces when they were drafted. Many of us 
have been taught non-participation in 
war from our youth up. And I think 
most of us have a clearly defined posi-
tion which seems consistent with our 
beliefs and does not violate our con-
sciences in this respect. 
I would like to add that I also think 
most of us are prejudiced in favor of our 
own opinions, so perhaps it is difficult 
for us to see any viewpoint but our own. 
I like to remember a quotation from the 
late Dr. C. O. Wittlinger who said, "I 
like to choose my own prejudices." 
My stand on non-resistance is some-
thing like this, based on Matt. 5:38-45, 
especially verse 39, "That you resist not 
evil," and also I Peter 2:21-24, especially 
verse 23, "who when he was reviled, 
reviled not again: when he suffered, he 
threatened not." Putting together a com-
posite of this, I believe in being non-
resistant personally but not militantly 
non-resistant to the point where I force 
my opinions on others. 
I believe in being a law-abiding citi-
zen. On this I would quote Hebrews 
13:17, "Obey them that have the rule 
over you." I believe in paying our taxes, 
"Render unto Caesar the things that be 
Caesar's and unto God the things that be 
God's." Yet I believe that we have a 
citizenship that supersedes all this and 
that our highest duty is to the highest 
authority, God. This responsibility super-
sedes all others. 
Just recently we returned from a visit 
to Guatemala where we visited our son 
Richard and his family and got a glimpse 
of the work of MCC and Mennonite 
missions in that country. Our expe-
rience there had a profound effect upon 
me as Guatemala is in the throes of 
revolution. 
It is easy to take sides in this struggle 
which seems to be a struggle between the 
right and the left with the people caught 
between. The excesses of the rightist 
government are so terrible that it is both 
inexcusable and indefensible. Since the 
left does not seem to be guilty of as great 
atrocities (they are indeed guilty of 
some) as the right, and since the left 
appears to espouse the cause of the for-
gotten masses, it is easy to be softer in 
our position toward the left than toward 
the right. But then we remember the 
record of the left throughout the world. 
Fidel Castro was considered the savior 
of Cuba for the first year of his regime. 
Certainly a victory for the left is not the 
final answer either. There has to be a 
way of opposing violence without tak-
ing sides with another type of violence 
and oppression. 
I was deeply impressed and touched 
with the way that the indigenous peoples 
(Mayan Indian) and moderate Latinos 
Hymnal committee reports to the church 
The hymnal committee, which has 
the responsibility of preparing a new 
Brethren in Christ hymnal, has met 
twice this year. We hope that we can 
complete our task by the end of 1983 so 
that we can present to the church a new 
hymnal by the summer of 1984. 
To do that we could use your help. 
We are trying to identify hymns and 
songs that your church likes to sing, 
pieces that you would be delighted to 
find in a new hymnal. 
If you have a hymn you would like to 
submit, send it to: The Hymnal Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 
46550. It would be helpful to have a 
photocopy of the hymn, especially if it is 
not a standard hymn, but you could also 
send: Title, Tune Name, Author, Hymn 
Source. 
A hymnal is an important part of our 
worship services. We want to provide 
for the church a uniquely Brethren in 
Christ hymnal that captures and helps 
to sustain our vision of the Christian life. 
The Music and Worship Commission 
is sponsoring another hymn contest this 
year, 1981. We would be glad to have 
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you send original texts or tunes or both 
to: Ron Miller, Secretary, Music and 
Worship Commission, Messiah College, 
Grantham, PA 17027. Some of these 
hymns will find their place in our new 
hymnal. 
Emerson Frey chairs the hymnal com-
mittee, with Eugene Wingert the secre-
tary. Chairing the three sub-committees 
are: Loine Bert—Tune Committee; Ron 
Miller—Text Committee; Robert Ives— 
Worship Resource Committee. 
Seated (left to right): Erwin Thomas, Eugene Wingert, Dwight Thomas, Loine Bert, 
Ron Miller. Standing: Ron Long, Jean Byers, Gertrude Witter, Emerson Frey, Robert 
Ives, Leonard Chester, Don McNiven. 
Members of the hymnal committee not pictured: Ariel Blackketter, Arthur Climen-
haga, Luke Keefer, Sr. 
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as well clung to the Mennonite people as 
being their source of hope. Many other 
missionaries are receiving threats and 
are leaving. I would not wish for Richard 
and his Mennonite colleagues to leave, 
for then the people who look to them for 
support would feel abandoned. And 
how can we abandon worthy people like 
that? 
There has to be a way within our 
concept of justice and non-resistance of 
standing back of the suffering and op-
pressed without compromising our own 
position of being subject to those who 
have the rule over us. 
When Pilate asked Jesus' enemies, 
"Shall I crucify your king?", they re-
plied, "We have no king but Caesar." It 
has been inferred that some of us are 
giving blind obedience to our govern-
ment and in effect are saying, "We have 
no king but Reagan!" I think this is an 
unfortunate statement. I do not believe 
that any of us would address our presi-
dent in such a manner. And yet he is our 
president, and we are exhorted to pray 
for those in authority over us, no matter 
how much we may dislike them. And we 
are also obligated to be subject to those 
in authority over us. "If it be possible, as 
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men." Romans 12:18. 
I guess I am a composite of all that 
has gone into making me a man. I have 
been greatly influenced by the non-
resistant teaching of my youth and my 
own experience as a Brethren in Christ 
member during World War II and the 
wars that have followed. I have also seen 
Brethren in Christ opinion change from 
non-voting, non-participation in govern-
ment to a more full participation. And I 
have seen our non-resistant position 
change from a personal non-resistance, 
where we take our stand and abide by 
the consequences, to a more militant 
and activist approach that seeks to make 
all of us over the same mold. I still feel 
perfectly at peace with my own position 
as stated above of being subject to those 
who have the rule over us, in the spirit of 
Jesus who did violence to no man. 
I would like to send forth a call to all 
of us to be less critical of each other and 
to be true non-resistants in the sense that 
we sincerely do strive to live peaceably 
with all men, even our brothers and sis-





I It's the thought that counts? 
The card lies on the corner of my desk. 
"We share your sorrow," it begins. "The loss of someone close is difficult 
to bear." The verse closes, "May it comfort you to know how very much we 
care." 
Rosie, however, doesn't know "how very much 1 care." When I received 
word (several weeks after the funeral) that George died, I determined to send 
a note to his wife. (George and I had worked for several years for the same 
county newspaper. He was the editor and I, just finishing high school, was a 
typesetter/pressman.) The next day I walked uptown, looked over the 
selection of sympathy cards at the Christian Light Bookstore, and bought 
one which seemed to say just the right thing. 
But I didn't have Rosie's address immediately at hand. Now the days have 
turned to weeks, the card is still on my desk (a silent rebuke every time I look 
at it), and Rosie has no reason to know "how very much I care." The words 
have a hollow ring now. 
The Apostle James was quite clear on the need for our good intentions to 
result in practical action. He asks, 
What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith hut has 
no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is 
without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish 
you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical 
needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead. (James 2:14-17, NIV) 
In most of our everyday interpersonal relationships, translating our inten-
tions into loving action is really not all that difficult. Generally it is a matter 
of the will, a basic question of disciplined action. However, as we attempt to 
address concerns in our congregation, in our community, or in the larger 
society, the task becomes more complicated. Often situations are multi-
faceted and convoluted; there are no simple, clear-cut answers; and sincere 
believers find themselves disagreeing on what constitutes an appropriate 
"Christian" response. 
For example, in separate articles on pages 3 and 14, Richard and Lewis 
Sider reflect on their grappling with what constitutes a Christian response to 
injustice, especially as it relates to Latin America. Rich and his family are 
serving under MCC in Guatemala. His father Lewis, now retired, has the 
perspective of missions service in Africa. While both are aware of the 
complexity and ambiguities of the political and economic situation in Latin 
America, Rich and Lewis recognize that the church cannot escape the 
realities of turmoil in today's world. 
Also in this issue, Roy Sider graphically describes some of the "people 
needs" he and Tony Chamberlain saw in Colombia (pp. 8-9). My immediate 
response (I hope your response as well) is that the gospel must be shared on 
the streets of Bogota. But for us to translate that thought into concrete action 
among the prostitutes and street children in Bogota (along with beginning a 
new ministry in Venezuela)—that would be quite an undertaking, requiring 
considerable sacrifice from the total Brethren in Christ Church, not to 
mention the probable shift in the rest of our priorities. 
As disciples of Christ, we are called upon to be "salt" and "light." We must 
continue to encourage each other in the fine art of translating our good 
intentions into acts of witness and service, both in our interpersonal relation-
ships and in society. Such faithfulness does not come easily, nor automati-
cally. It requires diligent effort. 
The card is still on my desk. At this late date I'm embarrassed to send it. 
But a letter to Rosie certainly would be in order. Now, to put that thought 
into action. q 





by John Driver 
Reviewed by E. Morris Sider 
Finally in print and available for use 
in our Sunday schools is John Driver's 
Becoming God's Community. This 160-
page paperback book is the first study in 
the adult curriculum of the Foundation 
Series. The Series reflects those distinc-
tive aspects of the Christian faith empha-
sized by the Anabaptist heritage that 
Brethren in Christ share with such 
groups as the Mennonites and the 
Church of the Brethren. 
The book is arranged into thirteen 
short chapters, one chapter for each 
Sunday. The chapters, in turn, are di-
vided into two units. The first unit is a 
historical-theological survey of God's 
community, both in the Scriptures and 
in later times. The second unit is a de-
scription of the program, or agenda, of 
the Christian community based on a 
study of the Sermon on the Mount. 
The author begins by showing how 
the Fall destroyed the communion and 
community God had designed for his 
human creation. In the call and life of 
Abraham, however, God began his crea-
tion of a new community—the children 
of Israel. Liberated from Egypt by the 
mighty acts of God, the Hebrews became 
a covenanted community at Sinai. The 
law that they received at Sinai set out the 
relationship of the Hebrews with their 
God and with each other, relationships 
which were determined by trust and 
Church archivist and faculty member of 
Messiah College, Dr. Sider is the Brethren in 
Christ editorfor the Youth and Adult Foun-
dation Series. 
obedience, justice and compassion. 
Driver reminds us that much of the 
subsequent history of the Hebrews was a 
drifting away from being God's com-
munity (a reminder of our own frequent 
condition). Thus the need for the proph-
ets repeatedly to recall the Israelites to 
the Exodus and the Sinai covenant. 
When catastrophe struck, such prophets 
as Jeremiah and Ezekiel could see be-
yond their age to the time when "the 
shoot from the stump of Jesse and 
branch out of his roots" would appear as 
the "true vine." 
Jesus, of course, was that "true vine." 
The true vine with its branches is the 
new community that he came to estab-
lish. Jesus' life, death, and resurrection 
serve as a model for the obedience, love, 
sharing, serving, and sacrifice that 
should mark the new community. 
Pentecost, Driver shows, marks the 
historic beginning of this new commun-
ity. Its members could dare to carry out 
the ideals of the new community because 
they were empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
The vision of God's community held 
by the New Testament church often 
grew dim in the following years. In two 
chapters, Driver describes a number of 
renewal movements, including the Ana-
baptist, which sought to recover the 
scriptural teaching concerning God's 
community. 
The second unit in the book moves 
from this historical-theological study of 
God's community to the Sermon on the 
Mount. Jesus' teaching in Matthew 5 to 
7, Driver insists, is not for some future 
kingdom, but is for our practice here 
and now. Thus we are called as Chris-
tians to be salt and light in the world by 
living out the principles of the Beati-
tudes. We are called to new approaches 
to such issues as anger, marital infidel-
ity, and falsehood. We are called to be a 
community of peace, and we are called 
to trust God for our daily needs, to be a 
community of simplicity and generosity. 
Such a brief survey does not do justice 
to this fine book. In true Brethren in 
Christ fashion, you may not agree with 
the author on every point, but you will, I 
have no doubt, share my joy in finding 
on page after page new and delightful 
insights into old truths. In other words, 
this is a very stimulating, thought-provok-
ing little book. 
Built into the volume are some devi-
ces designed to aid the reader. These 
include numerous sub-headings, a help-
ful bibliography for those who wish to 
do further reading, and pictures. The 
pictures featuring members of the Breth-
ren in Christ, Church of the Brethren, 
and Mennonite churches (all part of 
God's community) are alone almost 
worth the price of the book. 
Although designed for Sunday school 
use, this volume may profitably be used 
for Bible study groups, weekend retreats, 
and similar settings. However used, the 
book will require more careful reading 
than the typical Sunday school quar-
terly. But Driver's study should be read 
by all who wish to think seriously about 
the nature of God's community. 
Pentecost, Driver shows, 
marks the historic beginning 
of this new community. 
Its members could dare 
to carry out the ideals of 
the new community because 
they were empowered 
by the Holy Spirit. 
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